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THE 


PREFACE: 


H = Biaſs of Humane Nature towards 
thoſe things we in any Sence call our 

O787n, 18 10 notorious and remarka- 

ble, that it often influences our Judgments 
in the Aﬀairs of States and Kingdoms, no 
leſs than Families and private Perſons. But 
certainly there's a Parental kind of Aﬀection 
exercis'd towards the Oft-ſpring of our own 
Minds, as well as that of our Bodtes; that 
often tranſports us-into over-weening Fond: 
nefles, and unaccountable Partialities: Hence- 
writing of Books, or publiſhing of Thoughts 
from the Cloſet, or Pulpit, is by the reſt ot the 
World generally pronounc'd a piece of Aﬀe&aa- 
tion andVanity,founded inanOpinion of ſome 
extraordinary intrinfick Worth or- Merit. 
Men are not-content ' to -conceive- and bring 
forth in a. private Apartment, -and yiew-and 
admire.: 
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admire their own ProduQtons ; but height 
of Admiratron fends*em forrt\mrorthe open 
World, to exerciſe the ſame Faculties in 0- 
thers, no doubt with an Intention, that the 
Praiſes of all ſhould be return'd back on the 
Original. IT muſt confeſs this is a Cenſure, 
which may ſometimes carry a great deal of 
Truth in it, tho';at laſt it ſeerhs to,be alyery 
uncharitable Tretth; unteſs every-/hort-/iht- 
ed Mortal can pretend to be a Searcher of 
the Hear? and Rerms, -or unleſs no Atrempts 
of this kind could be ated by any other Mo- 
tive, that is truly Juſt and Honourable, 
But however this Docrine may prevail in 
common Caſes , certainly the ſpecial Obli: 
gations Im unfortunately under, in doing 


Juſtice to my felt and others, will at this time 


free [me from the Imputation of it. It has 
been more than once repreſented, how much 
I he under the Diſpleaſure, not to ſay the 
Reproaches of ſome Men, for ſhametfully 
Miſ-repreſenting the Author of the E//ay 

concerning Humane Under /tanding, tor brand- 
ing his Notions of /dentiy, with little leſs 
than the Imputation of Hereſy, whilſt at laſt 
I was forc'd to haye recourle to em, to eſtab- 
liſh my own Hypotheſis : This is a Charge 


and 
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and for the Truth of the greateſt part of it, I 
{binut (1t:to every:Ingenuous Reader, upon 
a View an;bothifades; (1 

But certainly rt ſeems: to refle&t as much 
Po/ittvenefſi,and Preſumption on 1ts Authors, 
as\1t induſtrioufly: fixes. Folly. amd Difgrace 
on me. It. vught have been tonfdined who 
prefdes in the Univertty-Church, to cenſure 
all ſuch aotorwns eMſcarriages, and conic- 
quently othey night at: leaft/have expected a 
Reprimand | trom Authority, before fuck a 
{ſevere Sentence had pafied upori me. This 
would have given-them,, ndt onky an Oppor- 
tuhity. to'exprets | their Rejentments or + 
agnation, but added wery bt and: force to 'em. 
As the Caſe ftands,' F'nz. not now to be a 
Judge; I car.onl y declare; I'm as yet ſo un+ 
happy .to:be. wholly unſenfible-of any '<Mr/? 
repreſentations; arid. cohſequently 'of any 
Injw/tice commit ted:agauift Mr. Lock, And 
therefore being/ſo. kighly charged, -1 thought 
the beſt Expedicnt to ſet bath tide&s/to Rights; 
to put the one into a Condition of Vindica- 
ting himſelf, and the other of being Inform- 
ed of an- Errour, was to publiſh the whole 
Diſcourſe, which (as far as concerns Mr. 
£ock) I've done without the leaſt Aterations. 
Having ſaid thus much, give me leave 
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to offer ſomething by way of Pre-caution. I 
can ſafely declare, I am aRed by no Perſonal 
Prejudices,no more than Unchriſtian Deſigns, 
for this Author 1s as abſolute a Stranger to 
me, as Il am to him. The Subje@t I was en- 
gagd on, direted me to' the Controyerſy, 
and the Duty I owe to what appears to me 
to be 7ruth, and eſpecially a Fundamental 
Chri/lian Truth, obliged me to enter the Liſt , 
with thoſe that have adyanc'd Pofitions, that 
apparently ſhake or over-turn 1t ; and per- 
haps the Duty and Obligations are juſtly 
heightned in an Age, when the Afſailment of 
the moſt important Articles of. Faith is be- 
come ſo exqui/itely Faſhionable. But now, if 
in the Defenſe of Truth, it at laſt appears, that 
I have done this Author the leaſt /nju/7ice, ei- 
ther in m/-repre/enting, or m-appiying his 
Sence or Nottons, I ſhall heartily and freely 
make him Satrsfaftion, and that too as pub- 
fick, as he or his Friends ſhall think fit to 


make my Miſtakes. 


[1] 


WT 


A Sermon, &Cc. 


Jon. Chap. V. ver. 28, 29. 


The hour tis coming, in the which Ml that are 
in the graves ſhall hear his voice, and ſhall 
come forth : They that have done good, unto 
the Reſurreftion of Life; and they that 

4 £ have done evil, unto the Reſurreftion of 

Damnation. 


HE preſent Solemnity has engaged me on a Sub- 

|; ject, which as 'tis the ſupport and glory of the 

Jult and Faithful, fo it has always been the con- 

tempt and laughter of the Impious and Unbe- 

lieving. Its true, the Learned have often attempted” to 

trace the Foot-(teps of a general RefurreQion, from certain 
Reſemblances in the Book of Nature, or from certain Do- 
Etrines advanced (I know not how) in the Schools of Phi- 
lolophers. Thus the Earth hath been repreſented as a kind 

> of Grave or Sepulchre to the Vegetable World, where the 
| vital Powers are ſealed up, and ſtifled all the Winter, and 
yet at Spring are aQtuated, expand, and ſend forth a live- 
ly Verdure: Thus every Grain of Corn, that miniſters 
Lite and Sultenance to our own Species, mult ſuffer Death, 
ig order to receive a new vital Principle. 'Thus = Do- 
B rine 
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arine of Tranſmigration, in the Schools of Plato and Py- 
thagoras, has been ſought to, to ſpeak out that of the 
RelurreQtion : And the DoQtrine of a general Conflagra- 
tion among the Stoicks, mult uſher in the Reſtitution of all 
things. Theſe are Arguments, by no means the Produtt of 
any Modern Wits; bur of the earlieſt Apologiſts and Advo- 
cates for the Faith. As if the DoQtrine ot. the ReſurreQion 
had been legible, in the very Frame and Conſtitution of 
Nature; and to deny it in the Old Schools of Philoſophy, 
were to renounce their own avowed Principles. But yet 
for all this its well known, the moſt powerful Aſſailants of 
the Chriſtian Faith, made their greateſt Efforts againſt 
this Chriſtian Bulwark. It did not become the ſubje& of 
Drollery and Ridicule to the Stoicks at Athens alone, but it 
engaged the Wir and Malice too, of Lucian and Celſus, of 
Julian and Cecilizs. In a word, when it came to the Teſt, 
ncither the moſt improved DoQrine of Tranſmigration, 
nor of the Soul's Immortality, nor of a future State, was 
ſufficient to introduce the Belief of it : For the whole 
Tribe of Gentile Philoſophers, tho? otherwiſe ſufficiently 
diſtinguiſh'd in their Notions and Priaciples,do here unani- 
moully conſpire to pronounce it Abſurd and Impoſlible, 
and its Profeſfors, for this very reaſon, Vile and Deſpicable: 
In a word, Tho? the Doftrine of a ReſurreQtion, particu- 
larly that of the Juſt, had obtain'd ia the Jewiſh Schools, 
except thole of the Sadducees, yet the Notion of it was 
vaſtly different from that Glorious Reſurrection, which the 
Chriſtian Inſtitutions ratify and eſtabliſh, for none of 'em 
could ever arcive to a ſtrict numerical Reſurrection ; and 
therefore its in this ſence One of thoſe Doftrines, which 
ſtands to the Jews a ſtumbling-block, and to the Greeks fooliſh» 
eſs. But notwithſtanding theſe extravagant Inſults, its 
to thoſe that believe, The power of God, and the wiſdom of 
God. Its a DoQtrine as powerful in the Evidence of it, as 


it has bcen mighty in its Succeſſes ; and tho' we cannot 
| aſſert 
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aſſert it from the eſtabliſhed Courſe of Nature, nor deſire 
to rake it up out of the Rubbiſh of Heathen, or Jewiſk 
Traditions, yet it reſts upon an unſhaken Foundation, even 
4 ſure word of Prophecy, unto which we ſhall do well to take 
heed ; for we have before us the words of Him, that 
is become The Lord of Life and Glory, and has the Keys 
of Hell and Death: Heir is that aſſures us, The howr 7s 
coming, in the which all that are in the graves ſhall hear his 
woice, and ſhall come forth: They that have done good, unto the 
Reſurrefion of Life ; and they that have done evil, unto the 
Reſurrettion of Damnation. 

This famous Paſſage is almoſt univerſally allowed to be 
a Deſcription of a general Reſurrection, Indeed the Learn- 
ed Biſhop Pear/ox obſerves, that it ſtrikes ſo cloſely at the 
Sxinian Notion of a ReſurreQion, that ſome of 'em are 
forc'd to apply it to a Spiritual ReſurreQtion, and pro- 
. nounce the Grave to be the Regions of Heathen Ignorance 
and Impiety, and the Reception of the Goſpel, to be the 
Reſurretion from 'em. But we muſt do Soc:nws, and the 
moſt conſiderable of his Followers, Creliss and Schliftin- 
Lins, a piece of Juſtice here; for tho* they will not allow 
the words to prove the Identity of our Riſing Bodies, yet 
they reje& the conceit of a ſpiritual RefurreQion, and 
aſhgn the ſame Arguments againſt it, that are advanced 
by this Eminent Prelate. Since then we are thus far agreed, 
that the thing pointed at is a General Reſurreftion, we 
may venture to affirm, that they inſtruft us in two im- 
portant Circumſtances of it ; frff, the Extent, and ſecond- 
ly, the Manner of it. 

Here's a diſtintion of Allotments, Life and Damna- 
tion, and they are founded in diſtiat Works and ACtions, 
good and evil, and both imply diſtin Claſſes of Perſons, 
the Righteous and the Wicked, and conſequently a Refur- 
rection of both : The Wicked muſt certainly bear a part 
x the Reſurreftion, for every Soul that fEinaeth, and every 
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Body that dyeth, and iscommitted to the Duſt, muſt riſe 
again : Yes, as ſurely as he dyeth and enjoys a Sepulchre, 
he mult be forced from his Lodgment, and riſe again; for 
neither the Grave, nor Rocks, nor Mountains ſball cover, 
much leſs ſecure him, ſince all that are in the Graves mult 
come forth : Thus we have the Extent of the Reſurrection. 
Again, If wedemand with what Bodies ſhall we come ? 
Why certainly fince our Reſurrettion is to be made from 
the Grave, and ſince our Bodies, even Fleſh and Blood 
were committed to the Grave, the very ſame Bodies will 
riſe again ; the Subſtance will not be changed, tho' the 
Quality's altered : And thus we have the Manner of the 
Reſurreftion, for All that are in the Graves ſball come 
forth, I ſhall endeavour to aflert both theſe important 
Truths, and that in Oppoſition to the Adverſaries of em. 
I begia with the Firſt, I mean the Extent of the Reſur- 
retion. As for the Extent of it, the Soci1ay Doftors are 
not yet agreed, tho' the moſt Judicious declare for a general 
Refurre&ion. Its obſervable Smalcius, the Author of the 
Racovian Catechiſm, only deſcribes the ReſurreQion of 
the Juſt, without taking the leaſt notice of that of the 
Wicked; whilſt others allow the former, but exprelly deny 
the latter. But an impartial Reader, one would think, 
could not have wiſhed for a clearer Deciſion of this matter, 
than our Saviour's words afford us, when we are told, That 
all that are in the Graves ſhall come forth, part to the Reſur- 
reffion of Life, and part to the Reſurrettion of Damnation. 
So that he that diſputes the Truth of a general Reſur- 
reftion, mult allow no diſtinftion between the Righteous 
and the Wicked, no more than their future Allotments ; or 
he muſt deny the Wicked the moſt common Office of Hu- 
manity, that of Burial, or excuſe it, by aſſerting an im- 
mediate Annihilation : For if the Wicked at the point of 
Death, do not immediately vaniſh into ſoft Air, or if Man- 


kind do not uſually judge before-hand, and thereupon deny 
i '<m 
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**m the Office of Burial, or if the Allotments of Life and 
Damnation are not indiſcriminately aſcertain'd (to affirm 
any of which would be a groſs rae jy Ablurdity) 
then the Wicked mult come forth of their Graves, and 
make their Reſurrection, tho' a moſt Fatal one, even the 
ReſurreCtion of Damnation. We may add to this leading 
Authority another of St. Paul's, and its the more con- 
ſiderable, fince this great Apoltle induſtriouſly purſues our 
Saviour's Methods io Repreſenting it, and that too with re- 
ſpe& to the Univerſality, Deſiga and Manner of it : For 
we muſt all appear (no doubt from our Graves) beſore the 
Tudement-ſeat of Chriſt, that every one may receive the things 
done in his Body (no doubt in that very Body they were 
committed) according to that he hath done, whether it be good 
or bad, 2 Cor. 5, 10. But to conclude this Argument trom 
expreſs Authorities of Scripture; the Divine Author of the 
Book of Revelations hath fo accurately deſcribed a general 
ReſurreQtion, that he ſcems to have induſtriouſly Ranſackt 
all the Corners of the World, in order to advance a Chal- 
lenge, to produce one (ingle Mortal, that has not his Sum- 
mons to it. And I ſaw the dead, both ſmall and great, ſtand 
before God (no doubt with that very Part about 'em, for 
which they were once elteem'd Dead-men) and the Seas 
gave up the dead which were in it, and Death and Hell gave up 
the. dead which were in them, Chap. 20. ver. 12, 13. Here 
we ſee the Prince and Peaſant, the Infant and Man of 
Years,. muſt obey the Summons of a general ReſurreQion; 
and all the Repoſitories of Art and Nature, are forc'd to 
ſurrender up their Dead, or diſgorge the Mortal part of 
'tm: And will any Secinsan pretend to contrive a ſhelter 
for the Wicked? I'm afraid he'il leave himſelf, as well as 
them, miſerably expos'd, eſpecially when the Text aſſures 
us, That the very Heavens ſball flee away, and there ſhall be no 
place found for them, ver. 11. 


But. 
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But farther, not to reſt any longer in Generals, I ſhall 
endeavour to prove it from the Nature of the Thing, and 
that too in its particular Inſtances, ' And Firſt, As for the 
ReſurreQion of the Jult, its on all hands agreed, that they 
are virtually raiſed ia Chriſt, for ſince the Head is riſen, 
and as ſuch ſtyled, The firſ?-born from the Dead, the Mem- 
bers that are united to him, by a ſpiritual, viral Principle, 
his holy Spirit, ſhall certainly be raiſed, tor He that raiſed 
Chriſt from the dead, ſhall alſo quicken our mortal Bodies, by 
his Spirit that dwelleth in us, Rom. 8.11. Again, Chrilt 
is expreſly ſtyl'd, The firſt-fruits of our Reſurreftion. And 
as the Firſt-fruits offered to God, conſecrated, or bleſſed 
the whole Lump, ſo this Fir/t-fruir having purchaſed to 
himſelf a vital Principle; by fulfilling the Divine Com- 
paQ, it will be convey'd to all thoſe that have an intereſt 
in him ; ſo that the Reſurrettion of the Juſt, or Faithful, 
is in a ſpiritual Sence, or the way of Grace, derived from 
that of our Saviour, as abſolutely as Light or Warmth from 
the Sun, in the way of Nature, But then here's the Foun- 
dation of the Miſcarriages of our Adverlaries, the Rock 
which they careleſ}y ſplit upon : For ſince they are not 
able to diſcern any ſuch Connexion, between the Reſur- 
reftion of our Saviour, and that of the Wicked, they are 
apt to imagine, he can have no juſt Right or Title to it, 
and conſequently there's no real Foundation for it. But 
the Miſtake is extremely obvious : For as our bleſſed Sa- 
viour became a Mediator between God and Man, and this 
Mediation, in the original Delign of it, extends to all the 
Sons and Daughters of Adam, he challenges an unqueſtion- 
able Right of Dominion over the whole Specics, upon 
the Pertormance or Execution of it ; For to this end Chriſt 
both died, and roſe, and revived, that he might be Lord both 
of the dead and living, Rom. 14. 9. This 1s ſo clear, that 
it extends even to Heathens and Unbelievers, for by virtue 
of it he. becomes their proper Judge, and as he's their 


Judge, 
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Tudge ,' he can rightfully ſummon em from their very 
Graves, in their proper Bodies or Perſons. And there- 
fore he hath an uncontroulable Authority to rouze even 
once the moſt potent Sinner, and oblige him to account for 
his Attions, with thoſe Eyes, and Hands, and Heart, that 
{o groſly diſhonour'd him. And ſince in the diſtribution of 
Rewards and Puniſhments, he has ſignified a ſpecial re- 
gard to the Body, as well as Soul, we might without St. 
Pau!'s expreſs Declaration conclude, That there ſpall be 2 
Reſurreftion, both of the juſt and unjuſt, At. 24. 15. Itis 
true, they move upon a difterent Foundation ; the firſt is 
an ACt of infinite Grace and Mercy, an AQ that carries 
the moſt joyful Tnvitations in it, for its the-glorious Con- 
ſummation of Chriſt's Eſpoufals with his Church ; bur 
the ſecond, an Att of ſovereign Power and Jultice, and im- 
plies a kind of forcible Entry on the Tombs of the Wicked, 
who ſhall be halcd forth, to receive the Sentence of Dil- 
obedience in a perſonal and bodily Appearance. And thus 
much for the Extent of the Refurrettion. 

I proceed to examine the Second General, which re- 
ſpects the Manner of it; and 'tis, That we [ball all be raiſed 
3# our own proper Bodies : And for the clearing of this Argu- 
ment, I ſhall firſt evince it: from the Nature of the Thing 
from Scripture, and Antiquity. And for as much as the 
Reſurrection of our own proper Bodies will appear from 
theſe Authoritics, I ſhall in the Second Place, endeavour 
to ſtate the Nature of Humane Identity, and conſequently 
the Identity of our riſing Bodies ; and from both theſe 
conclude what is proper to be Believ'd, and make ſome re- 
turns to the Poſſtbility of ſuch a Reſurrection. 

And Firſt, That we ſhall All be raiſed in our own proper Bodjes: 
This is a Polition which the Socinians unanimouſly reject ; 
Its true, Schlit{impins places humane Idenrity purely in 
the Identity of a Rational Spiritual Soul ;_ and tho” he doth 


got exprelly deny the Reſurreftion of the Body, yet he 
q makes, 
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makes the Identity of the Body no way material in the 
ReſurreQion. See Comment on Rom. 8. v.11. As for the 
Nature of humane Identity, I ſhall ſpeak to it 1n its proper 
place; and therefore I ſhall proſecute my preſent Delign, 
and-prove, that the Chriſtian Paith is, We ſball be raiſed 
every one in his own proper Body. 

And firſt this is indiſputably evident from the very No- 
tion of a ReſurreCtion, and the receiv'd uſe of the Word. 
Now certainly a ReſurreCtion .is the re{toring a dead 
Creature to its former State of Life, by a Re-union of its 
firſt Principles. The conſtituent Principles of a Man are 
a Soul, and a Body, and Death primarily conſiſts 1a the 
Separation of 'em; or rather, as Death is the Fore-runner 
of Corruption, in the Diſſolution of one, or both of 'em : 
If therefore Lazarns, or any other Perſon is to be raiſed 
again, thoſe Two numerical Principles of which he was 
originally compcunded, muſt he united ; and then, and 
not till then, is Lazarss raiſed from the Dead, The No- 
tion ſufficiently diſcovers it ſelf in the Caſe of Lazarss, 
and our Bleſſed Saviour ; where the Body was not dil- 
{olved, and the ſame is abſolutely required, where the 
corruptible Principle is aQtually diſſolved. Man is cer- 
tainly compounded of a corruptible, and incorruptible 
Principle, the incorruptible Principle cannot ſuffer Death, 
or Diſſolution, and therefore Men are chiefly ſaid to be 
Dead, in reſpeCt of their corruptible Principle, that uſu- 
ally ſuffers Corruption ; certainly then if any particu- 
lar Perſon is to be raiſed from the Dead, that Principle 
which properly dies, and is corrupted, is to be reſtored to 
its former State, and united to the incorruptible Princi- 
ple, without which there can be no ReſurreQion. For 
if the: corruptible Principle, which properly dies, and 
is diſſolved, is not reitored, but a new one formed, or 
created in the room of it, and united to the incorruptible 
Principle, it may be properly eſteemed a new Productiong 
buys 
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but by no means, a proper RefurreCtion z and to afſert the 
contrary, is ro: contound received Terms; as well'as No- 
tions. Ina-word, when a new Boty is formed out of the 
common Maſs of Matcer,' and united 'to the Soul of any 
particular Perſon, its in reality no:more but the Pythagorean 
 Tranſmigration; which :tho* perform'd after a new mar 
ner, yet by no greater a ſhare of Divine influence, than 
that which gives a plaſtick Power, to form a Body in the 
Womb, and unites a particular Soul to it. Shall the $9- 
cinians then, thoſe pretending Maſters of Reaſon, call this 
a ReſurreQion ?- This is ro obtrude a Notion contrary to 
the ſence of Mankind, when the great Argument for rejeQ- 
ing the true Reſurrection, is becauſe they cannot reconcile 
it to their ſcanty Meaſures of Reaſon. But that, what hath 
been- hicherto aſſerted, was the true Notion of a Reſur- 
reftion, not only- the' Teſtimony of ' Scripture, and Chri- 
{tian Antiquicy, but the joint Suffrage of the Learned 
Heathens abundantly aſſures us : For it was on this account 
rhe DoQtrine of the Refurreftion was loaded with fo much 
Contempt and Scorn; when they conſidered ſo many va- 
rious Tranſmigrations of Matter, they eſteemed it im- 
pollible for Omanipotence it ſelf, ro range every Particle 
into its own peculiar Place and Order, ſo as to reſtore 
and make up every individual Body. Hence it was they 
triumphed .in their Barbarities exercis'd upon ſome of the 
Martyrs of Chriſt, ſince they defignedly committed 'em 
to the Jaws of wild Bealts, to deteat (as they thought) 
Omniporence, and infinite Truth at the ſame time, in dif- 
abling bim from performing what he had folemnly pro- 
miſed.- Indeed had;the RefurreQion, in the moſt ſtrift 
and proper Sence of- it, implied a Reſtitution of the ſame 
ndividual Body, it could: not have extorted ſuch ſevere 
2nlures-from moſt of the Learned Heathens ; for ſince 
ey Mowed the Immortality of the Soul, and a natural 
adency to atſume a new Foun they might m_ al- 

ow 
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low, that Omnipotence: could without: any difficulty: pres 
pare a.new-Body, if that had-been ſufficient,, (as the So; 
cinian would. have it) to; give it the Denomination of a 
Reſurre&ion. For ig a word, .'T bis would haye palled off 
as a {pecious kjnd.'of;- Tranſmigration;-' and eqnlequently 
a Doctcine that would -have met | with a: very - ealy, Re- 
ception in molt of the Greek. Schools. But to, proceed ; 

Let us 1a the next place examine what Scripture ſays to 
this Matter, whereby we ſhall prove our main Deſign, as 
well as confirm this very: Notion. And firſt from the. Paſe 
{ages already cited'on another Argument, where the Re- 
ſurreCtion is ſaid-to be made from the 'Grave; from the 
Sea, and Hell, and Death ; where the Dead are ſaid to 
ſtand before God, and. Death and Hell: ave laid to give up 
their dead. See Rev. 20: 12,113. Fohi5:; 28.. I: think irs4ns 
diſputably evident,” the Holy Spitit diredts us to the cor- 
ruptible Principle, the Body, - which alone ſuffers Death, 
and is committed to the Greve, and conſequently the Re- 
{urretion muſt imply a Reſtitution. of this. very. Principle, 
in ConjunQtion with the incorruptible-Prutciple, - the Sout: 
Indeed it ſeems abſurd, to: ſend us to all the; Repaſitories 
of the Dead, to eſtabliſh'the Belief -of a RefurreCtion, if 
a new Corporeal Part is to be framed, or rather if the 
Mortal Part, that was laid in the Priſon of the Grave, is 
not. to be-given up again,- and attually reſtored, ', 'The Ar+ 
gument 1s ſo obviotis-and convincing, that neither Socimws 
nor Crell;us, upon theſe Paflages of Scripture, are able to 
make any other Reply, but Non ſequitsy, or it does not 
appear, that the riſing Body :1s the {ame numerical; Body 
with that which fell; Its true, Socizns appeals t0.a Pailage 
of St. Pas/; whiclr proves nothing (as wyl appear by: and 
by) but what we freely. grant, that our, corruptiblg 
Bodies:.cannot inherit Incorruption. + See | Comment. « 
Joh. '5::28. And therefore it congludes nothing againſt 
pteſcnt Argumeant-i.1 512 won s Mmulis « _—_ 


me 
- Bur rhe>Idemtity':of 'our riſing! Bodies) 15: 1evinged {rom 
yet /more expreſs Authornies of 'Sttzpture'y '1n\one-place 
we are aſſured, chat the: holy \Sprace ſhall guocktri oxr mortal 
bodies, Rom. 8. rz. ir another, 'th4t our Saviour ſhall 
change okr wile bodies, that it may: be! faſhioned like unto his 
rows body, Phit. 3; 210, Imatkird;: that This corruptible 
wget: vor Her » Cor: .15.)53! Here we bave the 
Notion of a''Reſbtre&ion, atſexted :imn-exprets Terms, as 
well as the Identiry ' of the riſing Body, 'For is it-nor that 
mortal corruptible Principle, or-thar Body which ſuffered 
Corruption/in the'Grave, that 121d :to- be quickened,; or 
reltoredito Life > Crei/iis 4 know hits the! Face to affirm, 
thac they are''nor our. mortal: :Bodies; that are/ quickened, 
bur new ones affigned us. { See. Comment on the Place. | But 
can- anew Body, ſubſtituted: inithe'room' of my mortal 
Body, without Soleciſm and Nonſence, be called my mor» 
tal Body,” or. this New Boly mpackoven,! the'quzckhing of my 
wot al Boay'? : But iro? proceed; dtheereniatiiog] Paſſages car» 
ry the Ablurdity'higher::' Cad» neW Body, as to Matter 
or Subftance, -plac'd in the room of my corruptible Body, 
be fairly: reconaled owiths. this (Correpruble 7: Or: can; my 
corriercble Principle, of dead! Bodyyrtho! never ith be -xeſto- 
red, be:{aid't6 put on S&corriptionyronly \becauſe:my Soul is 
after a certain Period” united tb ''s new txcorruptible Body, 
diametrically diftint# from' my corruptible:Bidy:? - My. Sawl, in 
fuch: a caſe; puts\ on \\{u50) rwprios, but by;inb means \m 
corruptible \ Body, thav«(till:roranadti man fdernin the Dult. 
Again,” our vile Bodies may be '\faſbiontd; 'or «hanged into 
the likeneſs of: Chri/t*s glorious body, by reducing 'em from 
a 'matural; to'a {pjricual,«and:feom'a corruptible,'toan in- 
corruptible! Frame 3+ burdf perfett new Bodies are to be 
faſhioneldi andi fubſticrared, cthentver wile hodfes' are _ the 
gs faſbloned or changed ttmto-1he likeneſs of glorions bodies, 
exchanged tor ey, > therefore DN one thar'the 
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natural to- ſpiritual, and/from corruptible to incorruptible 
Bodies : "And this is' all the: Apoſtle intends, when he tells 
us, Thar fleſb and blood cannot inherit the king dom of Heaven. 
A great Truth no donbt, -as it' is encompaſſed with hu- 
mane Infirmities, and corruptible Qualities ; for the Cloſe 
of the Verſe gives us the ſence of the: whole, nor corruption 
inherit incorruption. [ 1-Cor. 1 ba 3 5. the place cited by Socinus.| 
But now we have gone thus far, 1c would be highly abſurd 
to affirm, that a vile corruptible Body puts on Izcorruption, 
or is faſhioned or changed into a glorious Body, when it 
remains in an eternal State of Correption. Therefore, the 
ReſurreQion, which changes a vile and corruptible Budy 
into a glorious and incorruptible one, mult imply a Reſti- 
rution of the corruptible Principle, and conſequently the 
ſame numerical Body is the undoubted Subject of the Re- 
ſurreQtion. GH ins wild 7 11 

' But farther, / that: I'may not dwell t£olong on this Ge- 
neral, T ſhalt only kave»recourſe to;Scripture for one Ar- 
gument more ; its The Reſwrretion of our Saviour"s Body : 
Now. its well known; the Hiſtory of all the Evangeliſts, 
the Print'of the Nails 1& his Handsand ' Feet, and of the 
&pcar (in his Side, demonſtrate, That our bleſſed Saviour 
roſe ih that\very Body: winch was Crucified, Dead and Bu- 
ried; but now'its on all hands agreed, that our Saviour 
was a Type and Pattern-of our ReſurreQion ; yes, he's 
more tothe Righteous, for its: Chriſt's the firt-fruits, fter- 
wards they that. are Chriff rat his coming. The' Apoſtle all 
along carries the Analogy between him and us, and there- 
fore As Chriſt roſe in his own proper mortal Body, ſo we 
ſpall all riſe in ours. © The Sociniens are preſſed here, and 
therefore endeavour” to evade the force of it, by pretend- 
ing, That tho” our Saviour rofe in his Crucified Body, yet _ 
upon. his Aſcenſion he received a glorious and ſpiritualizad 
Boay. 'But this Evaſion proves nothing, .unleſs-1t appear 
from Scripture, that Chriſt depoſited his Cracified Body, on 
vIP d- allu 
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aſſumed a new Body in the room of it. But this is a Con- 
ceit that's deſtitute of all Foundation from Scripture, and 
indeed ſo much , that I do not find any Socinian that 
peremptorily aſlerts ie. Therefore this Glorified Body can 
be nothing but the Cracified Body, refin'd, adorn'd and beau- 
tify'd, and its no more but what we allow in the Reſur- 
recion of our wile mortel Bodies, for they ſhall be faſhion- 
ed like unto his glorious Body : Therefore as Chriſt the 
Firſt-fruits 1s riſen in his own proper Body, ſo ſhall every 
one of us be raiſed in our own proper Bodies at his coming. 
'Thus far it appears, that the current of Scripture, as well 
as the nature of the Thing, declares for the Identicy of 
the Riſing Body. 

But that we may confirm the one, and not be miſtaken 
in the Sence of the other, give me leave to refleR a little 
the Sentiments of the Primicive Church. And becauſe ic 
would be impertinent in this place, to produce particular 
Paſſages of Authors, I ſhall only endeavour ro repreſent 
this p_ in a few Obſervations. And firſt its evident, 
the Suftrage of the Primitive Church determined for the 
Reſurrettion of the ſame Body ; fince the Belief of this 
very Article was. the great Prop to the Conſtancy and Per 
ſeverance of Martyrs and Confeſlors. Their very Perſe- 
cutors obſerv'd it in 'em, and they reſolutely arreſted the 
Power and Efficacy of it at the place of Martyrdom: 
They were per[waded, that the very Hairs of heir Head 
were all Number'd, and ſhou!d one Day be reſtored to *em;;3 
and therefore they powerfully bore up under the Crucl- 
ties of their Executioners, tho torn piece-meal by Racks 
and Saws, or devoured by wild Beaſts. Again, its well 
known, the grand Obje&ion from the various Tranſmi- 
grations of Matter, was in Being in the firſt Ages of the 
Church, and taken notice of on both fides; and the Hea- 
then Perſecutors (as was obſerved before) took care ro 
improve it, by cxpoſing the Faithful ro the Ravage of 
wild 
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wild Beaſts. Its well knowo, the Fathers fix the 'Reſur- 


rection of the Body! on the Juſtice of God, in the diltri=: 


bution of Rewards and :Puniſhments, Its well known, 
they contended for the Reſurre&ion of the Fleſhy and ex- 
pound moſt of the fore-cited Paſſages of Scripture, of that 
very. Body and Fleſh, that was committed to'the Grave ; 
nay, Which is more-than all this, the Style of. moſt of the 
ancient Creeds was, 1 believe the Reſurrettion'of the Fli(b. 
And therefore ſince theſe are unquelitionable Truths, we 
muſt conclude, that the Dottrine of a numecical/ Reſur- 
re&ion conſtantly prevail'd in the Primitive Church. 

Give me. leave to add but one word-more. 'The Judg- 
ment of the Primitive Church, for a numerical Reſur- 
retion, is indiſputably evident from the Cenfhees«hat 
paſſed upon. Origen ; .lince we find him more-than once 
condemned; as Heretical , (ſometimes by Councils). for 
aſſerting, :that'we {hall make our ReſurreQtion in an 2 
thereal Body, or rather that our riſing BodygFonlyfform- 


ed from a {emipal Principle of the corruptible Bly; Upon 


the whole then it- appears, that the Voice bf Reaſon; 
Scripture and Antiquity, jointly declare for the Reſurre« 
Qtion of the ſame 'Body, and therefore we have all the 
Authorities which a Matter of this Nature is capable of, 
that we are not miſtaken in our Notions of it : Therefore 
we mult not only believe, that we ſhall all be raiſed in our 
own Bodies, but Earneſtly contend. for this Faith, as origi- 
nally delivered to the Saints. 7 

And now:-fince it is concluded, the ReſurreQion we are 
to make will-be: a ReſurreQion of the lame Body, it-re- 
mains that we Exquire into the Nature of its Identity, ov 
wherein this Sameneſs conſiſts. And that we take jult' Mea- 
ſures of the Identity'of che riſing Body, I think ir will be 
neceſſary to ofer ſomething concerning the Nature of 
Humane Identity, or which is all one, the Identity of a hu 
maxe Perſon, becauſe the Identity of the" riſing Man will 
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certainly-be formed upon the ſame Rules and' Principles 
with that of the //vi4vg Men. And firſt, fince Man, or 
which is the ſame thing, a humane Perſon, is certainly a 
Being compounded of 'I'wo diſtiact Principles, an eximat, 
and a ſpiritual Principle, a Soul, and a Body. ; I cannot 
comply., with a. late -Reformer of Humane a6 
Under ſtandings, that places Perſonal Identity coreericg Humane 
purely in Conſciouſneſs, or a Faculcy of Res. "Eau 27. Gangs 
flefting on our own Thoughts and Atlions, and © © 
aſcribing 'em to our ſelves as ſuch, 1 ſhall take liberty to con- 
ſider it, becauſe this Author fpeaks of it only as applied 
to a, humane Perſon, and expreſly applies it to the Reſur- 
reftion (no doubt) as an Expedient to ſolve the difficul- 
ties of It. 

Itstrue, for as much as Conſciouſneſs is an incommuni- 
cable Property of every intelligent Being, it will eaſily 
be granted, that there cannot be perſonal Identity without 
Conſciouſneſs; but we can by no means allow, that Con- 
{ciquſneſs is the ſole Principle, or Foundation of perſonal 
Identity, as-this Author plainly aſſerts. Indeed he gives 
it ſuch an abſolute Sovereignty in this Aﬀair, and diſcovers 
ſuch an over-weening Fondnefſs for the Notion, That the 
little Finger cut off from the Body, if Comſcions, muſt be the 
ſame Perſon, Sett. 17. That Conſciouſneſs inhabiting ſuc- 
cefſively ſeveral Bodies, muſt be all One and the ſame humane 
Perſon: 'That Two diſtinet Conſcionſneſſes ating in the ſame 
Boay, one by Night and the other by Day, muſt make a Night» 
man and a Day-man, and Two diſtinf# Perſons, Set. 22, In 
a word, he fairly ſuggelts, That Tranſmigration is «a Ds- 
Hrine no way abſurd, but very probable, and a good piece of 
Chriſtian Platoniſm. ' And un plain terms, That Socrates 
after this Life can no way be the ſame Man, but by Conſciouſneſs, 
Sect, 20. Now certainly, as for. the Do&rine of Tranl- 
migration, it Wil be-readily allow'd to bea good. Piece of 

Plafropiſm, but he that owns himſclif-an Advocate for ir, 
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'renders his Chriſtianity juſtly ſuſpeAted. For whoſoever. 


admits the ReſurreQtion of the ſame Body, mult pronounce 
Tranſmigration extravagantly abſurd; for certainly, if 
Socrates's Soul bas ſucceſſively inform'd, prelided, and ated 
in ſeveral Bodies, there will be as great a Conteſt at the 
ReſurreQtion, which Body ſhall be Married to Socrates's 
Soul, as the Saddnce fooliſhly ſuppoſed, when he demanded 
Whoſe Wife ſball ſbe le of the Seven? As for the Identity of 
Socrates's Reſurreftion, 1 hope to make it appear, that ir 
does not conliſt in Conſciouſxeſs. But to return, Perſonal 
Identity can never conſiſt in Conſciouſnels, tho* we rake 
Perſon for an Intelligent Being, without any regard to 
any particular Swb/ance wherein it exiſts; ſince it. is only a 
ri flex At, or Faculty of an Intelligent Being, and- ſuppoſes 
ſeveral Faculties antecedent to it, whereas the Identity of 
any Being muſt ariſe from the firſt Principles of its Ex- 
iſtence. But now its evident, Perſon implies an Intelligent 
Being, With regard to the particular Subſtance, and the 
Parts and Principles of it, whereby it exilts; for otherwiſe 
I would fain know, how its poſſible to diſtinguiſh a Hu- 
mane, an Angelick, and a Divine Perſon. Mr. Lock will 
reply, That they zre only to be diltinguiſht by diſtint# 
Principles of Conſciouſneſs ; but thus far every particular 
Humane Perſon is diltinguiſht; and conſequently there 
mult be ſomething <lſe than Conſciouſneſs, to diſtinguiſh 
the ſeveral fecies of Perſons. I am lure an Argelich, and 
Humane Perion muſt be diſtioguiſht by diverſity ot ſubſtance, 
as well as Conſciouſneſs, in as much as the one is a pure 
Spirit, the other a Subſtance compounded of Spirit and 
Matter, or an animal and ſpiritual Part. Theſe are Poſitions 
that anſwer to the moſt uncontroverted Idea's or Notions 
of a humane Perſon. But now if. a humane Perſon, in the 
true Notion of it, implies an Exiſtence of the animal, as 
well as the immaterial or ſpiritual Part, -the Identity of a 
bumane Perſon, or which is the ſame thing, Perſonal Iden- 
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tity, as apply'd to a particular Man, muſt conſiſt in th® 
Taentity of the animal, as well as immaterial Part, wherein” 
{oever that happens to conſiſt ; and conſequently ' Conſci- 
oulneſs, which is only a Property of an immaterial Soul, 
and in the Judgment of Mr. Lock, may be Communicated 
to any new Body, or animal Part, cannot reach the Iden- 
tity of a humane Perſon. In one word, I dare appeal to 
all the world, Whether Mr. Lock, throughout his whole 
Chapter of Identity, doth not ſpeak of perſonal Identity, as 
apply'd to a humane Perſon ; and certainly Conſciouſnels, 
which may exilt with the Soul in a ſtate of Separation, can 
never be the adequate Principle of perſonal Identity, unleſs 
we can imagine, that the Budy contributes nothing to the 
making up of a humane Perſon ; or indeed, that 1t is not 
an eflential Principle as well as the Soul. I am fure ſuch 
Notions, ſuch Aſſertions as theſe,. would have done ſignal 
ſervice to the Set called aummny, that reſolv'd our Sa- 
viour's humane Nature into mere Phantaſm ; for if Con- 
{ciouſnels is alone ſufficient to conſtitute the Identity of a 
humane Perſon, or if the animal Part of a humane Perſon 
is not an Eſſential, as well as the: Soul, it was unpardon- 
able Injuſtice in the Primitive Church, eo pronounce this 
Set of Men Hereticks. Iremember Mr. Lock very learned« 
ly aſſures us, that Perfon is a forenſick Term, apply'd to a 
Being capable of judicial Puniſhment, as well as Rewards : 
But certainly ſuch a Perſon, in the Judgment of the Bench, 
contains an animal Part in the Idea of it, as well as Con- 
{ciouſnels; elſe the Perſon may be conſcious of a Thou- 
ſand Crimes, and ſtand Convited too, and yet defy the 
Judicial Power in infliting perſonal Puniſhments. But to * 
conclude this Argument in a few words, if Conſciouſneſs 
is the ſole Principle of perſonal Identity, ſuppoſe we ſhould 
find it, at the general ReſurreQion, United to a /irrle Finger, 
to an Indian Tortoiſe, or a Body made up of the Remains 
of Heliog «balus's Hogs, (laſtances of his own culliog) it 
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may be the. very. ingenious Author of the Eſſay concerning 
Humane Underftending Rilen from. the Dead, or the very 
ſame numerical Perſon he was in the Land of the Living, 
I am ſure all this literally agrees with his own Language, 
when he tells us, Se, 26. in the Name of an Apoſtle, That 
at the great Day every Owe will be the ſame by Conſciouſneſs, in 
whatever Bodies they ſhall. appear, or Conſciouſneſs aaheres to. 
If therefore he'll be content to make his Reſurrection on 
theſe Terms, I leave him to enjoy his beloved Notion, ſo 
that he'll allow others to expeQ a Reſurrection according 
to the Catholick. Faith. And now I am ready to accuſe 
my elf, for dwelling ſo long upon a ſingle Notion : But 
yet I think it was abſolutely neceſſary to my preſent Un- 
dertaking, which is to ſtate the Nature of humane Iden- 
tity, or which is the ſame thing, perſonal Identity, as ap- 
ply'd taa humane Perſon, to ailert the Catholick Doctrine 
of the ſame Riſing Body ; and in a word, to reſcue it from 
downright Sacinians;/m ina new Drels, 

For what is all this but to at the Socinian in Maſquerade, 
or under the Diſguiſe of new Names, rather than Notions ;. 
for if Coaltioulvely alane conſtitutes the Identity of the 


_. rifiog Perſon, what doth.it differ from the Secinian Notion, 


that places.the Identity of a humane Perſon in the ſame 
Iadiuidesl Spirit, and allows the riſing Body to be formed 
of. common. Matter. T ſhall not peremptorily affirm, that 
this is a Notion which deſerves the Name of Hereſy ; but 
certainly, if Origen's Notion of an theres! Body, or a Se- 
minal Principle, was ,jultly conderaned as Heretical, Tam 
{ure it muſt .be a ſignal Favour to exempt Conſciouſneſs 
thus apply'd, from as ſevere a Cenſure. Thus we ſee the 
wonderful: Product of free Thinking, when it aQs with« 
aut the leaſt regard to the Canon of Scripture, 

- But to return/eo the Decilion of the Nature of Humane 
Identity : As. far the ſpiritual Principle, the Soul, tho! ic 
doth by nao means conlilt in Conſcioulacls,. yet its LO 
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dantly concluded, it conſiſts in the fare individual intel- 
tigent Spirit. The remaining Difficulty then is ro fix the 
Identity of the Anima! Part, the Body ; and certainly the 
Identity of the animal Part muſt in one word conliſt In s 


fiC onſtruttion and Organization of certain Particles of Mat-. 


ter, whereby one common Principle of Life is begun, continued, 
and the Integral Parts -of the Man are perfefted and maintain- 
ed, If it be demanded, Which are the Integral Parts of a 
Man, certainly they are either to be meaſured by this com- 
mon Principle of Lite, as they are more or leſs ſerviceable 
to the Maintainance of it, or at leaſt from the received 
Idea of the animal Part. Under the firſt Head are to be 
reduc'd the Veſſels and Inſtruments of Concoftion, and 
the Elaboratories of the Blood and Spirits, or Vehicles of 
Life, ſuch are Nerves, Veins and Arteries. Under the ſe- 
cond are the Skin, Fleſh, Bones, and their Appendages, 
and even Shape and Proportion ; for tho? as » feces and 
Fleſh, there may be no expreſs Standard, with reſpeR to 
Weight, Dimenſion, or Number, no more than in Nerves 
or Arteries, yer its -impoffible to make up the Idea of the 
animal Part of a Man, without ſomerhing of each of 
theſe ; for we can no more conceive a humane Body, with- 
out Fleſh and Bones, than without Life : Feel, for a Spirit 
hath not fliſh and bones, as ye ſee me have, and the ſame is to 
be ſaid of Figure and Proportion,lince it would be abſurd to 
pronounce a Tortoiſe, or a little Finger, the animal Part of 
a Man; or humane Perſon. This is a Truth {o indifputa- 
ble, that were the Body of the «thor of the Eſſay of Hiv- 
mane Underſtanding, transform'd into a Tortoiſe, or little 
Finger, and 'Confcioufheſs 'joined to-it, I'm perſwaded 
he would fearce think himſelf rhe fame humane' Perſon, 
unleſs it was done when his Brain was exceedingly warm'd 
with.this «»couth Notion. Again, asto'thole fleeting Par- 
ticles, whether vital Spirits, or other more ſubtle Parts, 


that are carried off by more nice and delicate ſorts of 
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Evacuation, tho* we cannot eſteem 'em integral, conſtitus 
ent Parts of a Man, becauſe humane Identity is not de- 
ſtroy'd by the loſs of *em, yer they are juſtly to be eſteem- 
ed proper Appendages of every particular Man ; inaſmuch 
as during their abode in the Body, they were inſtrumental 
to the carrying on of Life and Attion, and often miniſtred 
to a Man's Vices, as well as Virtues. 


And now having fixt the Identity of the Animal Part, 
in this Life, together with its Integral Parts and Appen- 
dages, it will be eafy to determine wherein the Identity of 
the riſing Body, and conſequently of the whole Man cons» 
fiſts, and how it may be preſerved. 

And, firft, I think we are not obliged to proceed upon 
the Ariſtotelian Principles of Generation and Corruption, 
which pronounce every little Tranſmutation of Matter, 
a total Deſtruction of the Individual, and tho? the ſame 
Particles are re-colleted and formed into a Being of the 
ſame Model, yet make it to be a new Individual. With 
ſubmiſſion then, the moſt dire& Method to aſſert the 
Identity of the riſing Body, is to reſolve it into its firſt 
Principles,. Duſt, for duſt we are, and unto duſt muſt we return ; 
and certainly Duſ# mult be rhe Materials of the rifing Body. 
If therefore there are ſufficient Materials of this kind letr 
in the Chambers of Nature for each reſpective Body, its 
the ſpecial- Buſineſs. of Omnipotence to form 'em into the 
integral Parts of a humane Body, and in this Sence, Give 
to every ſeed its own body. But as for 'the Original of this 
Stock of Mawr, I do m AT yy ſnvtery 
riſing Body ſhould be wholly co (as. ſome wou 
hd 1t).of thoſe Particles which are the -remains of S9- 
cr8tes's dead Body, for its certainly ſufficient, if to. theſe 
a ſupply. be called in from any evaporated Particles, that 
Were Once real Appendages. of Socr ates's living Body, 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, Tt cannot be ſufficient to eſtabliſh the Identity 
of Socrates's rifing Body, if it only enjoys ſo many Par- 
ticles of his animal, or dying Body, as ſerve to make up 
the Bones and principal Vellels, and the reſt (as others 
contend) by a plaſtick Power, or ſeminal Principle, made 
up from forreign adventitious Matter. In a word then, [ 
think its abſolutely neceſſary, that all the neceſſary inte- 
gral Parts of Socrates's riſing Body, even Fleſh and Blood, 
thould be made up of the Particles of Socrates's dying Body, 
or at leaſt of thoſe evaporated ones of his living Boay ; and 
and when Subſtance, Life, Lineaments, and the Propor- 
tion of a humane Body are formed out of the aforeſaid 
Maſs of Matter, God may add what Embeliſhments he 
pleaſes ſrom the ſtock of common Matter, and yet Socrates's 
Body is undoubtedly raiſed, and when the individual Soul 
or Spirit of Socrates is united to this riſing Body, Socrates is 
certainly raiſed the ſame Man,ar d the ſame Perſon he was in 
the Land of the Living. And thus much for the Nature of 
bumane Identity, as well in the ReſurreQion, as before ir. 

From, hence we may, in a few words, diſcover what is 
ft to be believed concerning the ReſurreQion of the Body, 
and remove the Sceptick's mighty ObjcQion advanc'd a+ 
gainſt it. 

And as to the firſt, I chink we may leave the School-men 
ſweating in the midit of ObjeQtions and Anſwers, about 
Hairs and Nails, the State of Infants, and Adam's Rib too, 
for I do not think it Matter of Faith to determine, whether 
Children ſhall riſe grown Men, cr whether we are to 
enjoy the ſame Number of Ribs, Nails, or Hair, or whe- 
ther they ſhall be compounded of forreign Matter, or.no, 
We may in general conclude, that it ſeems molt agreable 
to the infinite Wiſdom of God, to reſtore at leaſt the Ele, 
or Bleſſed, in the utmoſt PerfeQtions of humane Nature. 

But Secondly, From the Premiſes it may jultly be pre- 
fum'd purſuant to the ancicac Faith, that we are to.byligys 
the. 
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the Reſurretion of the Fleſh ; for tho* no certain quantity 
or proportion can be preſcribed, yet Man was originally 
Created in Fleſh and Blood, and its to be eſteem'd as much 
an integral Part, as Nerves and Arteries, and conſequent- 
ly an Identity is to be obſerved in this, as well as in other 
Caſes. I know thereare Two Paſſages in St. Pan/'s fa- 
mous Diſcourſe on the ReſurreQion, which ſeem to inter- 
fere With it; where we are told, that Fleſh and Blood can- 
not inherit the Kingdom of God, and the Body is ſaid to be 
ſown « natural body, but raiſed # ſpiritual body. The firlt of 
theſe hath been-in ſome meaſure reply'd ro, and the ſecond 
is certainly to be expounded the ſame way ; Its ſown 4 
natural body, %uxmev, or an animal body, or a Body that 
15 to be ſupported by Food, Sleep and Warmth, and carries 
the Seeds of Corruption 1n it 3 but its rais'd a ſpiritual body, 
refin'd, or freed from its corruptible _—_ or from 
that continued Flux of Parts, whence the ImperfeQions 
and Infirmities of an animal Body are derived ; or again, 
its not a Body of that groſs Allay, which our animal 
Badies were Created in, fince its Parts will be wonderfully 
attenuated, refin'd and ſpiritualiz'd, /and in a word, fa. 
ſhioned after the manner of a glorified Body. So that here 
ſeems to be no Foundation to rejelt the ReſurreQion of 
the Fleſh; I'm ſure it cannot be that of Corr»ption, for 
that Almighty Arm, that raiſes rhe Body out of the Duſt, 
can by the ſame AR, render Fleſh and Blood incorruptible, 
as well as the moſt refin'd Particles of Matter. And thus 
' much for what is proper to be believed. 


. In the laſt place we come to make a return to the 
Sceptick, Does he with Triumph, and a ſcoffing Infideli- 
ty demand, How cen theſe things be, after ſuch repeated 
Tranſmigrations of Matter ? 'The Reply is eaſy, when 
we have demanded what he can by no means rejet : And 


Firſt, Will he allow that the evaporated Particles - the 
ing 
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living Body, as well as thoſe of the dying Body, may be 
fic Materials for the riſing Body ? Will he allow the re- 
ceived Doctrine of Nutrition, that ſcarce the Fiftieth Part 
of what 15 eaten,turns to real Nouriſhment,or is aſſimilated 
and conſubſtantiated with the ſeveral parts of the feed- 
ing Body, ſo that the reſt is caſt forth into the Drawehr, 
or common ſtock of Matter ? Will he allow, that the prin- 
Cipal parts of thoſe Bodies that are expos'd to the Mouths 
of wild Beaſts, ſuch as Bones, Ligatures, Cartilages, and 
almoſt the whole Genus of Veſlels, are very unfit Ma- 
terials for Food ; will he allow, that the devouring Ani- 
mal may live fo long, asto diſgorge moſt of his Prey, I 
ſay, to diſporge by inſenlible Evacuations molt of thoſe 
Particles that turn'd to real Nouriſhment ? Will he allow; 
that the Parts of the glorified Body may be attenuated ro 
that degree, that halt the Matter which made up the 4ni- 
wal Body, may ſerve to give it all the Features, Linca- 
ments and Proportions of a humane Body ? Laſtly, When 
Infidelity induttrioufly expoſes the Bodies of his Saints ro 
Ravage or Sgoil, to defeat the Engagements of the 4/- 
mighty, will he allow that this Al-wifſe 4l-powerful Being 
may for that cime invert the Courſe of Nature, and leri 
forth che greateſt part of that Matter, which would 0- 
therwiſe have turn'd to Nouriſhment ? Theſe are all'Chn- 
cefſions, which the original Norices of a God, and the 
common Principles of Philoſophy, will warrant and con- 
firm. But now ſince all theſe muſt be allowed; tho? rhe 
molt avowed Sceptick, or Infidet turn Tyrant and Devil too; 
and exert his utmoſt Wit and Malice, in defeating the 
Deſigns of the Almighty; in'a word, tho* he out-do: 
the molt improved Cruelties of former Perfecttors, and 
tear Infants from the Womb, to ſacrifice tor Wolves and: 
Tygers ; yet after Wit and Malice, - and Cruelty have 
ſpent themſelves, there will (till be Materials enoogh for 
Omaipotence to perfect his own Deſigns, it a glorious an 
triumphant Refurreftion. Aud: 
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And thus I have in ſome meaſure performed what TI at 
firlt engaged in, But certainly this is a very vile way of 
Practifing upon our Faith ; Suppole we were not able to 
form any manner of an Hypotheſis, to repreſent the Poſli- 
bility of a General ReſurreFion, mult the cleareſt Revela- 
tions be rejeted, and the Fatt pronounced impoſlible, be- 
cauſe we are not able to form a Modus, to: demonſtrate 
the Poſſibility of it. Certainly this is ro meaſure Om- 
nipotence, by the ſhallow ProjeCtions of a finite Under- 
ſtanding. But before any Man pretends to fix Impoſſibili- 
ties upon reveal'd Matters of Fat, he muſt be able to 
give an exat Account of the various Modes, by which 
its impoſlible for on Al-wiſe and an All-powerful God, to 
execute and perform *em. Till this is done, to pronounce 
any thing of this Nature impoſſible, is the heighth of 
Impudeance, Folly and Preſumption ; And ſhall any Man 
pretend to trace the different Workings of Ommipotence, 
when he's baffled 1n every little Phenomenon in natural 
Cauſes; a finite Underſtanding, is not able to comprehend 
the one, and nothing leſs than Knowledge, as extenſive 
as infinite Power, 1s able to fathom or unravel the other. 
Let no Man then be Bubled out of his Faith, by ſuch ex- 
travagant Pretences : But {et him conſider, that God who 
comprehends the duſt of the Earth in a meaſure, and weigheth 
the mountains in ſcales, aud the hills in « ballance, can not only 
Marſhal together, all the diſperſed Particles of each re- 
ſpetive Body, but reſerve ſuch a Stock of each in the 
Chambers of Nature, as will enable him to anſwer, and 
make good his Promiſes. Aad ſince he has plainly affured 
us, that we ſhall All riſe in our Bodies, let not any ſeem- 
ing Difficulties ſhake our Faith, but rather let his infinite 
Power and Wiſdom anſwer and remove them ; for we 
may be ſure of this, that his infinite Power and Wiſdom 
will conſpire to aſſert his Veracity. Ina word, It ought 
to be conlidered, that the ſacred Canon expreſly pou 
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* - the Article of a general ReſurreQtion v the Infinite 
Power of God ; and therefore tho" the ine of future 

ewerds and Puniſhments, may not diſcover the neceſſity 
of the ſame riſing Body, yet in as much as it reſolves it 
ſelf into the Infinite Power of God, it ought to be looked 
upon as a ſpecial A4treftation of the Divize Authority of the 
Goſpel Inſtitation: And confequently we may conclude , 
that God will fiad our Methods to accompliſh his own De- 
ſigns, ſo that neither the Power of Hef, Death, nor the 
Grave ſhall be able to baffle and defeat 'em. And then we 
need not fear, but God will give to every Seed his own Body, 
and in the ſamea@, change our vile Bodies, that they may 
be faſbioned like unto his glorious Body, according to the mig hty 
working whereby he is able to ſubdue all things to himſelf, 


_ A Poltlcript. 


Ince the\'Compoſure of this Diſcourſe, there's an At- 
rempt made to' over-turn the Numerical Identity of 
the Riſing Body : | See Latitudinarins Orthodoxus, de Myſte- 
rio Reſurrettiows, Cap. 7. Set. 3.] And tho? a great deal 
is oFered from the Juſtice and Wiſdom ot God, yet 
I think there's nothing conliderable, beſides the Argument 
drawa from the Inſtance of Seed or Grain, given by St. Paul 
upon the Subject ; and becauſe it ſeems to claſh with the 
Hypotheſis I have advanc'd, I think my ſzlf obliged to 
make ſome Return to it. The words are theſe : But ſome 
man will ſay, How are the dead raiſed up? and with what Body 
a3 they come ? Thou fool, that which thou ſoweſt is not quickned 
except it die? And that which thoufoweſt, thou ſoweſt not that 
body that ſball be,but bare grain,it may chance of wheat ,or of ſome 
other grain : But God giveth it 4 body as it hath pleaſed him, 
and to every ſeed bis own body, x Cor. 15. ver. 35, 36, 37, 
38. Upon the words we may very juſtly premile, that 
the Apoſtle argues by way of Alluſion and Example, and 
therefore the Parallel is to be carried no farther than the 


Deſign and Scope of the Apoſtle's Argument ; for when 
Inſtances come up to the main Deſign of an Argument, 
tho* in other Caſes there's*an apparent Diſparity, they 
have fſerv'd the Intention of *em, and to extend 'em farther 
is IMlogical and Unjuſt. Again, there can be no force in 
dlluding Inftances, when apply'd beyond their primitive 

; Deſign, 
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Deſign,. if the Application. is"inconliſtear wirh 'other ,ex- 
prels Poſuions of Scripture. © 'Fhig*%is'a\Limiration" fo jutt 
and reaſonable, that where-any Doftrine expreſs and 
clear, 1tsto be a'Rel: or Interpyetation to-any Allulion thar 
ſeems to interfere with'itz' eſpecially as long as the Inter- 
pretation pages”, =, .and'is not forced and anne- 
tural. | This 1 offer, becauſeT hope I have produc'd expreſs 
Authorities of Scriptare, which prove the numerical Iden- 
tity of the Riling Body, beyond all diſpute or controut: 
But now for the Apoltle's defigny, I think -irs'only to repre- 
ſent [the Nature of that Change, which is tobe/ made on 
our mortal Bodies at the RefurreQtion : How art the Dead, 
or how is the Mortal Part of *em Xaiſed wp ? With what 
Bodies do they come ? How ſhall thefe mortal Bodies be 
chang'd, alter'd, or moded ?* The Inftances reptefent 2 
a Change, but ics only in Qealitics' and Per fefFidns; not in 
Matter or 6. e ;/ this is apparent fromthe <whole Cata- 
= of Initances, whicty. ought to be uniform and cone 
iltent. | 

; As ane fart of .Fleſb differs from anothee-'ſorrof* Fifh' in 
Framgand:Contexture, and confequentty-im Qualities and 
Diſpefitions ;, ſo doch-therifing Bod differ (toms rhe mortal 
Body as the Glory of che Sun, Moon and Stars'ls valtly:difte- 
rent, (o.is the Glory and PerfeCtions of rhe riliog Body, from 
thaſe-af the mortal Body ; 'abdthe leading lwftanceis aps 
parently Jubjeftumthefame Apphearion. - Flie Seed fown, 
viz.of Wheat, or ſome other Grain, is ſenſibly differenefrom- 
the Product of it : The firſt is but bare Grain, the ſecond. 
Grain with Root, Blade and Ear toit; and no doubt the 
diflerence between the Riſing and Mortal Body is as vilible, 
as to its Frame and Qualities, for its God that models our 
mortal Bodies, or gives them Badies 45 it hath pleaſed him. 
And its plain, the Parallel is defign'd thus far, and no far- 
ther, for thus it is expreſly apply'd : So alſo is the Reſur- 
reftion of the dead. It is ſown in corruption, it is raiſed in intor- 
ruption : 


” abſurd ro'carry the. Parallel any 
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| rages attion? it is ſawn in diſbonoury it:i5 raiſed in glory TT) Jolhs © 0 


neſs, it is -diſedan yower ? ,1t'rs ſown $eldturdl body, it 
is Faiſed a ſpiritual. hdr. Hleve's hap £4 
Change, . but4ts*a_change-of-che ſame? 
quently a change of :Cdatexture,:Quali 
not a change- of; Mattepand:Stubits 

7,% For: the" the Pros 


duAton- of Corn {ſuppoſes only a- (eminat:Principle in the 
Seed, whilſt the: greatelt ſhare of Matter is adventirions, 
.and only prepared by-proper Veſlels; wet it can beno Ar- 
gument that our riling Bodies are to'be made-up of atpen- 
-"uitious Matter, unleſs it were expreſly applyid thus far : 
Beſides, this Kiſtance of Seed can be carried no farther, 
than thoſe of the Sun, Moon and Stars, and thearfferent kinds 
of Fl eſþ ; and asthele cannot, withour Abſurdiry-and Non- 
ence» be apply'd tgrepreſent any thing, -but the different 
Qualities and. PerieQtions-.of the rifing Body; To: that of 
Sced nyt rhe'Rules of -Logick; or right Reaſon, cx- 


| conſiderable 


tend an her, | 

U e whole then,- the Identity of the-Rifing Body is 
etabliſhed on the cleareft Authorities of Scripture; and 
there's. nothing in the Argument before us, thatican be 
thought to invalidate, or etke ken the'force of *'em :' The re- 
fore what is before aſſerted, toncerning'the Identity of the 
Riſing Body, is ſtillin force, and-may':be-efteem'd confſo- 


ſonant to the Canon” of” Scripture, and the Catholick ,.. 


Faith. | 
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